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Red lanterns 
and red packets

Much ado about 
Mother’s Day

M other earth. Mother tongue. Mother land. It’s seems natural to 
add “mother” to something that’s close to us or has taken care 
of us. But the creation of a day to celebrate mothers didn’t just 
happen!

The holiday has its roots in Europe as Laetare Sunday. It was the day 
Christians honoured the church where they were baptised – their mother 
church. In the 1600s, the celebration was extended to all mothers, and was 
called Mothering Sunday. 

Its celebration was on the fourth Sunday in Lent (the forty days of 
fasting before Easter), and it was much like the reunion dinners of Chinese 
New Year – except Mother was the focus. Everyone would return to their 
hometowns with gifts for their mothers, and enjoy a feast!

The practice stayed in Europe, however. When the non-conformist Pilgrim 
Fathers  settled in America, they did not observe Mothering Sunday. That 
only began in 1870, when Julia Ward Howe, a writer, called for mothers to 
unite against the bloodshed in the Civil War. The celebration of peace and 
motherhood was set on 2 June, and Howe funded celebrations in 18 cities. 
But most of these stopped when the funds ran out.

A West Virginia women’s group led by Anna Reeves Jarvis carried on the 
movement. They wanted to reunite families that had been divided by the 
two sides of the Civil War, and adapted the holiday to become Mother’s 
Friendship Day.

After her death, her daughter, Anna M. Jarvis, quit her job and worked to 
create an official Mother’s Day. It was nationally recognised in 1914 as the 
second Sunday of May but with that success came something she had not 
expected: Sales of flowers bloomed each Mother’s Day! Anna M Jarvis did 
not like her meaningful holiday being used to sell flowers and gifts. 

She sued to stop a Mother’s Day event in 1923, and tried to stop the issue 
of a postage stamp with a picture of her mother, a vase of white carnations 
and the words “Mother’s Day”. She managed to remove the words from the 
stamp, but it was too late to stop the commercialization. 

But ask yourself, without that commercialisation, would Mother’s Day 
have spread around the world?

It’s up to you to put the real meaning back into Mother’s Day. Although a 
gift on 11 May would be nice, remember a simple rule: A hand-made card is 
far more precious to your mum than anything your credit card can buy.

Jurong Central will hold a Mother’s Day dinner, Stars In Your Eyes, on 9 May, 
from 7pm to 11pm, at the Orchid Country Club.
Yuhua will hold Mother’s Day celebrations on 11 May, from 11.30am to 3pm, 
at the Hilltop Garden Restaurant (Civil Service Club).

Jurong Central will hold a Mrs Pageant on 11 May, from 7pm to 10.30pm, 
at the Jurong Green CC.

Bukit Batok Zone 7 RC will hold a Parents’ Day dinner on 1 June, from 
7pm to 10.30pm, at Block 211 Bukit Batok St 21. 	

Bukit Batok Zone 10 RC will hold a Parents’ Day block party on 
8 June at 7.30pm at Block 187 Bukit Batok West Ave 6. 
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